
Dear Friend,

In the midst of such a difficult year for people around the world, Reach 
Beyond continues to introduce the light of Christ to communities 
throughout the region – to create new beginnings!

When we give our lives to Christ, we receive a new beginning.  The 
momentum of the patterns of the past can be broken.  Scripture tells us, 
“In Him was life and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).

Just recently I heard this wonderful story from Dolly, who along with 
husband Christopher, coordinate the production of most of our Indian 
language programs for broadcast on shortwave –

“I used to follow all religious activities seriously.  I was in 
Raigarh studying to be an accountant, when my friend Sunil 
introduced me to these shortwave programs.  Together we’d 
sit and listen to Kuruk, Chattisgarhi and all the Hindi programs.  
We often had conversations about Jesus.  We began to pray 
together and then I asked my friend if I could visit his church 
and friends.  His friends became my friends.  I began to 
believe in Jesus.  My friends at church said they would keep 
praying for me. 

Last year in September, when I was going back home after 
completing my studies, I was very anxious and worried.  I was 
wondering about how I would tell my parents and extended 
family?  I knew they could beat me, throw me out or worse.  
Travelling home on the bus, I prayed, “Jesus help me, 
whatever happens I will follow you, you died for me.”

I reached my village that evening and was scared to enter my 
house, but when I entered, everyone, my parents, younger 
sisters and brother were happy.  I suddenly realised everything 
was different.  I was surprised to see no idols, pictures and no 
temple in our house.  I asked my younger sister “what was 
going on?”  She was scared to tell me because I am the eldest 
son in the family.
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She said, “Don’t be angry big brother, last month you 
remember when mum became very sick and we took her to 
hospital?  The doctors said they could do nothing, so we 
brought her back home.  We did not tell you, you had final 
exams.  Last week, our neighbour invited a visiting Christian 
pastor to come and pray for mum.  She is much better now.  
Weak but quite normal, you just saw her.  After the pastor left, 
Dad himself asked me to remove all images from our house.  
We now pray to the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

I began to laugh and cry.  Jesus had answered my prayers.   
I asked my sister to call everyone, including our neighbour.  
I then told them my story. We now meet together regularly. 
Thank you Jesus, thank you pastor, and thank you to the 
people on the radio.  One day I will come and meet all of you.  
Please pray for us.”  Rajesh 

What better time than for a story like this.  Christmas, a celebration of 
new beginnings.  

Thank you so much for standing with us through your prayers and 
financial support as we continue our campaign to ‘light up’ the 
thousands of villages and lives across the region.

From everyone at Reach Beyond, we wish you a blessed Christmas and 
New Year.

Kind regards

Dale Stagg, CEO


