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OUR VISION: To make the gospel more accessible to unreached

what does it mean to truly ‘light up a village’?

our vision: To see Jesus known

By Dale Stagg – CEO

Last month I wrote about my recent visit to India and my 
journey into the remote tribal areas of the country.  Prior to 
this I had taken a 3-hour train ride to the town of Vellore to 
visit CMC Vellore, a highly regarded and well known Christian 
Medical College.

There are over 9,000 employees at this hospital and training 
facility, with people coming from all over India to seek 
medical help. Doctors and nurses access specialist studies 
and lay-leaders from rural and remote communities are 
trained in community health programs. 

The issue of community healthcare resonates with me 
strongly. Quality healthcare in rural and remote areas is often 
difficult to access for many people. With the help of CMC 
Vellore, people from remote areas can access healthcare and 
a range of preventative-based programs.  These cover basic 
hygiene, to identifying and treating common illnesses and 
diseases that could become life threatening.

But now, let me take you back to my visit to the tribal areas at 
the centre of our ‘Light up a Village’ program, to Pastor L’s 
village where we shared in a thanksgiving service and 
community meal.

There were dozens of local tribal people who had come to 
welcome us, and the church compound was awash with the 
vibrant colours of the saris worn by the women. After the 
meal, Pastor L ushers a lady over to us to meet Dr J, who was 
part of our visiting team.  She is holding a small baby, maybe 
18 months old. She looks worn and concerned.   

While seemingly healthy, the baby is unresponsive and 
doesn’t flinch when his feet are tickled. Dr. J later confirms 
that this child has cerebral palsy. The lady holding the child is 

not his mother. She has reared the baby from childbirth 
when the mother died. She has never consulted a proper 
doctor, or had the opportunity to find answers from 
someone with medical expertise until now.

I had never been to regions like this; remote tribal areas.  
Their healthcare system can consist of doing nothing, 
consulting the local witchdoctor, or maybe visiting one of the 
locals who claim to have some medical knowledge. The sad 
thing is, this type of ‘system’ can often lead to death.

Personally, I believe my visit to CMC Vellore was, ‘for such a 
time as this’.  Miles from anywhere, I saw firsthand how the 
words of Jesus impact entire communities, and how local 
pastors are using media to reach out to them.  Our ‘Light up a 
Village’ program goes beyond merely broadcasting the 
words of Jesus, to being the hands of Jesus, as doors are 
opened for us to support vital health initiatives.

Have we changed our mission? My response is an emphatic, 
“No!”

As the Body of Christ, we want our words to be 
strengthened by compassionate action, and for our 
actions to reflect the overflowing nature of God’s 
love for those living in remote places to experience 
the outworking of this love. To truly light up a village.

Can I urge you to keep praying for this work as we see 
wonderful things happen; that we would see even greater 
things happen that point others to Jesus. And also, as we 
approach what is normally a quieter season for us in terms of 
financial support, to prayerfully consider how you can 
contribute to our “Light up a Village” projects.

Thanks again for your friendship.

Dale with Dolly and members of the village community



By Jonas Santos – Media Manager

and loved among all people.

On my recent trip to Myanmar, I had the chance to pay a visit 
to the famous Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon. This is the 
most sacred Buddhist site in the country where thousands of 
people flock to everyday, either for sightseeing or worship. 
As a visitor, I could not help but be amazed at how beautiful 
the place is. The extravagant architecture, shapes, colours, 
and all the gold on display catch the eye.

As a Christian, however, I felt sad to see people engaging in 
rituals and offerings with the hope to connect with a god. I 
left the place even more convinced that only the gospel can 
make people understand that there is something better than 
rituals—that is, a relationship with Jesus.  

The unavoidable question is this: how to share the good 
news in a land where Theravada Buddhism is the major 
religion and is so entrenched in the national culture? 

Being a vast mission field, the strategy for a more 
comprehensive outreach needs to incorporate the most 
effective means. It is in this context that radio is so vital. 

Reach Beyond has a heart for Myanmar. We have been a 
voice there for several years, currently broadcasting 
programs in Burmese, Matu, and Rohingya languages over 8 
hours per week in total. Our content proclaims Jesus to the 
unreached while nurturing the faith of those who are already 
in a relationship with Him. 

With no local Christian broadcasting allowed in the country, 
and poor or no internet connectivity in most rural areas, 
shortwave radio again proves its usefulness for evangelism.  

Thanks to a number of connections developed with local 
pastors, leaders, and itinerant evangelists in the past few 
months, we are now placed to have a more impacting 

ministry in Myanmar. This has the potential to bring us closer 
and closer to the ears of Burmese and Rohingya audiences, 
the two major unreached groups in the country.  The 
Burmese comprise the largest ethnic group there; they are 
mostly Buddhists. The Rohingya, in turn, are generally 
located in the northwest state of Rakhine and follow a 
different faith, that is Islam.

On Reach Beyond’s behalf, these partners are going to take 
shortwave radios to remote villages where they regularly 
travel for evangelistic work. The radios are to be handed to 
families who will also be shown how to tune in to our 
programs. This is a great way to build listenership in rural 
areas, our primary target audience. 

Besides the radio distribution initiative, another group 
among this network of partners has been working on 
translation and contextualisation of programs into Rohingya. 
These will soon be voiced over by a native speaker of the 
language in the country for broadcast through Reach 
Beyond. 

As you could probably gather from this brief update, a 
collective work is in motion to create opportunities for 
the gospel in Myanmar. Each of the initiatives mentioned 
has involved complex logistical and financial challenges. We 
have confidence in the Lord that this will bear fruit. If you feel 
you could support these projects somehow, or want to 
receive more information to be shared with your church or 
home group, you are most welcome to contact the office. 

Myanmar is ripe for the gospel! (John 4:35)

“I have been 
listening to your 

program for quite 
some time now. 

The Lord has been 
blessing me...”

Kavitha-Pondy—Listener to  

our Tamil Programs

The gospel in myanmar



Andreas & Kati Siemens 

We are a couple from Germany who never thought 
that we would have the chance to serve God 
overseas. It always seemed like something only 
other people did. But God is amazing in His ways 
and He led us to Kununurra and Reach Beyond in a 
very unique way—by withholding a biological 
family. Something that seemed to be a curse at the 
beginning, turned out to be a blessing because it 
enables us to serve and care for people around us. 

Kununurra is a very special place for us because of 
the clear longing and need for the gospel. We feel 
blessed and guided in so many ways, especially 
because we rely on God’s provision so much more 
than before. 

Please pray for us as Andreas works in his role as 
Farm Coordinator, looking for more ways to serve 
the community by making the farm more accessible, 
and for blessing the work with the Alta-1 College 
kids, especially the gardening program.

Patrick McCabe

Originally from South Africa, I have been a missionary 
with Reach Beyond since 2012.

Initially working with Peter Penford managing the 
studios with technical issues and developing the 
Prayer Partner publications, my main role now is to 
provide technical upgrades and IT services with 
internet and network infrastructure, both at the 
Kilsyth office and in Kununurra.

It has always been my passion to see more people 
reached with the gospel.  Radio is both a very unique 
and effective way of reaching people within their 
own culture and also providing opportunities for 
people to grow in their faith—with less foreign 
interference.

Though much of the work I do happens behind the 
scenes, it is satisfying to me when we complete 
major projects that improves the way in which we 
operate…and as a bonus, also saves the mission 
money!!

GIVE:  Help us continue to be the VOICE and HANDS of Jesus to the unreached.  GO:   Has God been speaking  
to you about serving or volunteering with Reach Beyond?  PRAY:  Pray that God will continue to  

open doors for us to be able to share the love of Jesus to the unreached.
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Please prayerfully consider financially supporting our missionaries


