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OUR VISION: To make the gospel more accessible to unreached

“...my colleagues running to their tent”

our vision: To see Jesus known

By Dale Stagg – CEO

Welcome to this edition of our Voice and Hands 
newsletter.

I was talking to a colleague recently about the COVID–19 
Virus and its impact around the world.  Every day we are 
seeing further restrictions being put in place particularly 
regarding travel.  And certainly, we need to be praying for 
this situation!  That this virus will subside, that our medical 
professionals are able to respond appropriately and that 
people are healed.

In the midst of this, our broadcasts continue unhindered 
and reach those hard to reach places with a message of 
hope.

You just never know how or where a listener may find our 
programs.  Those in rural and remote areas of the 
countries we reach often listen to our programs as a 
village community, or in this case a bunch of work mates!

This was in response to our Tamil broadcast that is 
faithfully produced every week from our Bangalore studio.

“Dear Sir, first of all thank you for the radio program.   
I have been listening to your program for some time now.  
Your programs are really helpful.  I am working as a 
mason by profession.  I once was lost but now  
I am found. I am really thankful to God for what he is 
doing in my life.

I had been noticing my colleagues running to their 
tent at a particular time; I was wondering why they were 
running at a particular time every day.

I asked them as to where do they go at a particular 
time everyday so excited.  They replied that listening to 

your program has changed their life, and I asked them as 
to what that program was all about since I have noticed 
an immense change in their life as well.  

One fine day I joined them listening to your 
program and I started listening to it for three days.  Today 
I can proudly say I have accepted the Lord and Jesus as 
my Saviour.  I want to learn more about Him and I want 
to learn more about the word of God.  

I cannot tell my family that I have accepted Christ 
as the whole community will push me out, but please do 
remember me and all of us who are listening to your 
program regularly.

I praise and thank God for this wonderful service 
you are doing.  Thanks for sharing the word of God.”

As I read this over and over, I imagined the scene in my 
mind.  A dusty workplace.  Tents to accommodate the 
workers.  Long hard days.  Probably basic cooking facilities, 
over an open fire.  Not the sort of workplace we are used 
to.

And in the midst of this – God is there.  I shake my 
head in wonder!



By Jonas Santos – Media Manager

and loved among all people.

Over the past 18 months, our team has been working on 
two new projects in order to enhance our ministry 
amongst two key unreached people’s groups: the Bamar 
or Burmese who comprise the majority of Myanmar’s 
population, and the Rohingya, a persecuted minority 
group whose religion is Islam.  

We have brought together a small team from different 
organisations to successfully complete a series of 
programs to be broadcast to the Rohingya.  Even after 
hundreds of thousands of Rohingya fled to Bangladesh, 
there are still some 600,000 living in Myanmar and they 
need our prayers and our words of encouragement and 
hope.

We’re often asked how we go about deciding on the 
content of programs.  The process for getting to this  
point is crucial to the programs’ success.  Through our 
connections in Myanmar, our partners confirmed the 
existence of an eager radio audience among the  
Rohingya. 

Next, they interviewed families in various villages asking 
what type of content they would like to hear on radio.  
The answer included programs on health, welfare, and 
interestingly but not surprising, peace and reconciliation. 

With this information in hand, our ministry partners in 
Myanmar started writing customised programs for 
broadcast by Reach Beyond.  These were initially 
composed in Burmese for grammar standards, then all 
content was translated into Rohingya. 

After that, the material was peer-reviewed by native 
speakers of the language.  Once the final edits of the  

scripts were completed, we hired a studio and secured  
the services of professional announcer who is a Rohingya 
to put a voice to the content. 

As you can see, this project involved a lot of thought and 
preparation and did not go without challenges.  This is 
why your prayers and support are so crucial.  By God’s 
grace, the new series Navigating Wisely Through Life’s 
Challenges goes on air in late March, seven days a week! 

News that the series had been completed travelled fast 
across our extended network. Another organisation we 
regularly liaise with sought permission from Reach Beyond 
to load the programs on to 3,000 memory cards and 
distribute them to mobile phone users in a number of 
villages where their local staff are working.  We see this as 
an incredible opportunity to complement Reach Beyond’s 
shortwave outreach in reaching the unreached of this 
region.   

To cap it all off, just a few days ago, a pastor who heads a 
ministry working amongst Rohingya refugees in another 
country wrote to us saying:

“We were praying for our children’s education and also 
for the radio broadcast in our own Rohingya language 
from 2012. And in this year 2020 when you said about 
radio broadcast in our Rohingya language … we do 
believe that God listened to our prayers.”  

The pastor’s response moved me greatly.  Thank you for 
your prayers and support for this vital area of our ministry.  
If you have any questions regarding our ministry to the 
people of Myanmar please contact us.

“I take time to read 
your Devotional and 
concentrate on each 
and every word… 

after I read it, I 
praise God with all 
my heart and thank 
Him for helping me 
spiritually to learn 

new things in life...”
— A reader of FRESH from 

Puducherry, India

“God listened to our prayers”



“Good evening pastor, I thank the Lord for what 

God is doing through your ministry. I have been 

listening to this program continuously and the Lord 

has been doing great things in my family life. 

Every day I hear the word of God –  

myself and my family are growing more in the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus. The place where we 

live in, there are no churches, it is very difficult for 

us to attend any Church but the word of God you 

bring is a great blessing for us.”

— Priyadharshini, Kannada listener

“I am a new listener of your program Satya Ki Khoj 

in Hindi. I have come to know about Jesus Christ 

from your program. I want to know more about 

this God.”

— A listener from Uttar Pradesh, India

Mark & Jodie Fairclough

You might have been aware that we have been 
seeking to appoint a new manager for our Kununurra 
broadcast facility and praying that God would 
provide the right person for this role. 

I am excited to let you know that we have appointed 
Mark Fairclough to take on the role of our Kununurra 
Manager.  Mark and his wife Jodie moved from Perth 
to start with us on 19 February.

Jodie is a teacher with Alta-1 College and recently 
transferred to Kununurra.  Of course, Mark needed to 
follow Jodie to Kununurra, and this was to become a 
catalyst for Mark applying for the manager role, for 
which he was subsequently appointed.

Mark has a passion for the gospel, and a desire to be 
part of God’s work.  He also brings considerable 
business and management experience.

What an answer to prayer!  We’re excited to welcome 
Mark and Jodie to the team. 

GIVE:  Help us continue to be the VOICE and HANDS of Jesus to the unreached.  GO:   Has God been speaking  
to you about serving or volunteering with Reach Beyond?  PRAY:  Pray that God will continue to  

open doors for us to be able to share the love of Jesus to the unreached.
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meloffice@reachbeyond.org.au
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KUNUNURRA spotlight LISTENER responses



Dear Friend,

My friend has a great little café in inner Melbourne, and he is getting a 
little frustrated by people panic buying.  He can’t get corned beef for his 
amazing Reuben sandwiches!  

I was glad to see the Prime Minister step in and say, “Stop it!  It’s 
ridiculous!”.

One thing that is not stopping, is our ministry to unreached people 
groups, including those that have limited access to the gospel, and to 
those that need encouragement in their faith walk.  We want those who 
are fearful and anxious to know that Jesus loves them and wants to be 
in a relationship with them.

This morning, I read this encouraging excerpt from Alistair Begg, from 
Truth for Life ministry.

Take this for your comfort, that there is no change in Jesus 
Christ’s love to those who rest in Him.  Yesterday you were on 
the mountain, and you said, “He loves me.”  Today you are in 
the valley of humiliation, but He loves you still the same. 

...continued over page

“He loves you 
still the same ”
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Information about leaving a bequest to Reach Beyond

PLEASE SEND ME BY MAIL / EMAIL

On the hills and among the peaks, you heard His voice, 
which spoke so sweetly of His love; and now on the sea, or 
even in the sea, when all His waves and billows go over you, 
His heart is still faithful to His ancient choice.

Thank you for your prayerful support and your encouragement, that is 
so incredibly valued at this time.  Take (lots of) care, and God bless.

Kind regards

Dale Stagg, CEO

P.S.  I include this encouraging response that we received recently:

PLEASE REMOVE MY NAME FROM YOUR 
MAILING LIST

Post this coupon to:

Reach Beyond, PO Box 291 Kilsyth Victoria 3137
P: 1300 653 853     
E: meloffice@reachbeyond.org.au

PARTNERING WITH REACH BEYOND

STATE POSTCODE

AREA CODE PHONE
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“We are a group of 25 regular listeners... I congratulate you 
and your team for making a beautiful program like Bhakti 

Dhara... It is thought provoking, encouraging and 
inspirational. The songs add to my devotions. You are doing a 
wonderful work and ministry of spreading the good news of 
eternal life - even through hard times. We are situated in the 

remotest area you can imagine. Often we do not have 
electricity. I hope you get this letter and we will continue to 

pray for you and your team.” 

— A listener from Assam, India


