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OUR VISION: To make the gospel more accessible to unreached

A Seed in Fertile Soil

To donate to Reach Beyond please go to  reachbeyond.org.au/give/donate/

Reach Beyond celebrates its 90th anniversary at the end 
of this year.  Starting from a small shack in Ecuador in 
1931, Reach Beyond (formerly HCJB) grew rapidly to 
become a major Christian shortwave broadcaster heard 
around the globe.  Today, we continue to reach the 
unreached with the life-giving message of hope in Jesus 
through shortwave from Kununurra, and other digital 
technologies such as WhatsApp and memory cards.

I am constantly amazed by our incredible legacy.  One 
of our staff recently spoke at a church in Western 
Australia and after the service met with retired farmers, 
Johannes and his wife Joy.  Johannes related how as a 
young immigrant to Australia in the 60’s working in the 
Australian bush, he came to a personal relationship with 
our heavenly Father and how later he enjoyed listening 
to HCJB’s broadcast from Ecuador.  He said, “The 
reception was incredibly clear as the broadcasts came 
over in the afternoons.  One day they asked people to 
ring in if they could hear the broadcast, so I did.  I got 
on the phone and rang the station and was very 
encouraged and I think they were too as we shared 
God’s blessings in our lives.” 

And just recently I had a wonderful conversation with 
Clive, who started his working life as a farmer in 
Queensland in the 50’s.  He related to me vividly how 
HCJB’s broadcast from Ecuador had a major influence 
on him finding his faith in Jesus Christ.

Fast forward 90 years, and we are still broadcasting from 
far northern Western Australia in over 25 languages 
every week reaching thousands of people across many 
countries.

Reaching Beyond for 90 Years

By Jonas Santos – Media Manager
It was mid-afternoon when a group of men 
disembarked at a small village close to the mountains of 
West Myanmar.  They were Reach Beyond’s partners in 
the region, also known as ‘runners’.  They carried boxes.  
Villagers promptly realised that these men came in 
peace and hurried to see what the visitors were 
bringing.  It was radio receivers – a hundred of them.  
Everyone seemed eager to take one home.  That day, 
each family of that remote rural community was 
presented with a radio. 

On the spot, the ‘runners’ also delivered a crash course 
– they showed villagers how to tune into programs in 
their own Rohingya language and also how to access 
the library of stored programs, as the radios were fitted 
with memory cards with hours of content.  A test was 
run and the voice coming out of the radios’ little 
speakers brought smiles to faces.  It was a sermon in 
Rohingya, the very language spoken by that 
community.  “We could see excitement in people’s 
eyes as they listened to a message in their own 
dialect”, expressed one of our team involved in the 
operation.  Another said, “What we are doing here is 
planting a seed in very fertile soil”.  

This is a brief account of the most recent radio 
distribution mission that Reach Beyond carried out in 
the heart of a Rohingya inhabited area in Myanmar.  It is 
a reminder of the great need for Jesus in forgotten 
places and of our calling to create opportunities for the 
gospel to be heard there. 

Often classified as the one of most persecuted ethnic 
groups in the world, the Rohingya have been under 

severe duress for years. Their main religion is Islam, in 
contrast with Buddhism, the major faith of the country 
they try to call their own.  They feel rejected on many 
fronts. 

Over the past two years, Reach Beyond has been 
reminding Rohingya speaking audiences in Myanmar 
that they are remembered and loved by God.  From 
Kununurra, programs in this language take to the 
airwaves seven days a week.  With the help of close 
kingdom-minded partners we have been able to 
develop our own content which is voiced-over by an 
announcer who is a Rohingya national himself.  This 
ensures that the message is clear and that it sounds 
natural in our audience’s ears.  

The radio distribution is part of the strategy of getting 
more and more Rohingya listening to Reach Beyond’s 
programs in Myanmar.  If you wish to know more about 
this outreach and how to support it in prayer or 
financially, feel free to contact us. 

P.S.  Several days after writing this article I was able to 
connect with some of the team in Myanmar.  I was 
saddened to hear that Ps Cho (leader of our Burmese 
language production) had been in hospital with 
COVID-19 for over a month, including 23 days on a 
ventilator.  He is back home recovering.

Peter, a key member of the team for our Rohingya 
programs is also now home recovering after recently 
spending a few days in hospital with the virus.  I am 
reminded again how precious these people are, and 
that we need to keep praying for them.

By Dale Stagg – CEO

“...I am receiving these 
(WhatsApp) messages 
and it is uplifting me. 
I am forwarding these 

messages to my  
co-workers and my 

Boss as well...”
Train line in Myanmar Village in India

With exciting changes in technology, the use of 
WhatsApp is another way we have been sharing the 
gospel over the last 12 months.  This is a free messenger 
app for smartphones which uses the internet to send 
messages, images, audio or video.  At last count, our 
programs are reaching over 25,000 people across India 
every day in 5 languages!  Many of them forward the 
message to their own families and friends.  Shari shares:

“I am a lab technician working for a hospital.   
I was working in the COVID ward and was so 
fearful of contracting it.  I have children at home 
and am a single parent.  I am listening to your 
WhatsApp messages, and it encourages me.  
One of my colleagues forwards them to me and 
I am forwarding them to at least 3 more groups 
(at least 100 people!).”

We are investing more of our resources and funds into 
this rapidly growing area of ministry.  Please consider if 
you can partner with us further on this project.

Again, thank you for your prayers, generosity, and 
encouragement.
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GIVE:  Help us continue to be the VOICE and HANDS of Jesus to the unreached.  GO:   Has God been speaking  
to you about serving or volunteering with Reach Beyond?  PRAY:  Pray that God will continue to  

open doors for us to be able to share the love of Jesus to the unreached.

1300 653 853
meloffice@reachbeyond.org.au

reachbeyond.org.au
Reach Beyond 

PO Box 291, Kilsyth VIC 3137
Find us on Facebook
“Reach Beyond Australia”

GIVE, GO & PRAY

Have you ever thought about volunteering in a 
mission environment?  Volunteering in Kununurra 
might be the place for you.

This dry season we have had many volunteers, of all 
ages, come and stay at our Broadcast Facility in 
Kununurra.  We want to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who has volunteered and helped with the 
repair and maintenance of buildings, general 
handyman or technical work, gardening, painting, 
fencing, cleaning, caravan park upgrades, firebreaks, 
and administration work.  Every volunteer is greatly 
valued and we thank each one!

Special thanks goes to Ron and Rosalie Melvin and 
their traveling companions who installed 17 air 
conditioning units throughout the accommodation 
facilities.  This was a much needed upgrade. 

We also want to especially thank Ralph and Irene 
Mitchell who spent four months with us in Kununurra 

“I have been listening to your program for the past 2 months and God has  
touched me through your sermons. I was not a Christian but now  

I have given my life to Christ.” — Kannada listener

A Big Thank You!

this year and did a wonderful job running our ‘Sunday 
Tours’, amongst many other things.  

The tours are a great way to showcase the Broadcast 
Facility to tourists travelling through Kununurra and 
raise awareness of the ministry.  Ralph and Irene said:

“Leading the Reach Beyond Sunday Tours has 
been such a huge highlight.  The privilege of 
sharing God’s love and heart for the unreached 
people of the world through the daily 
broadcasts was awesome.  Learning new skills 
and doing tasks that are not in your usual daily 
routine is invigorating and stretching, while also 
being uplifted and built up in faith, sharing life 
with others in devotions and prayer.”

If you would like to explore opportunities of how you 
could get involved, please call us on 1300 653 853 
or email meloffice@reachbeyond.org.au 

Kununurra Crew
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